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Cause of the 1911 revolution

The outbreak of the 1911 revolution, which terminated the 267 years rule of the Manchu, was in essence a
result of certain basic causes which from time to time have caused the Chinese people to rise against their rulers.
The contact with the west in the later years of the Manchu rule and the consequent acquaintance with governmental
ideas other than those which had prevailed in China since time immemorial gave this particular uprising a twist
towards constitutionals, for leadership of the movement fell into the hands of a class of utopian thinkers determined
to put into practice the theories and ideals of the west. But underneath, all the talk of republicanism and parliaments

lay the fundamental cause of this as other revolutions.
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